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Six empty jars make a joyous wedding
Lucia Tam & Dominic Ma

Our wedding was a crazy adventure story written
by God. Our wedding date was changed over 6
times and the final change was made less than 24
hours before the wedding.

Lucia, who lives in Hong Kong, and I were
engaged in 2019 and planned to have our wedding
in May 2020, but it could not go ahead due to the
COVID pandemic and I was unable to leave
Australia.

It wasn’t until the end of
2021, when  Australia
relaxed its border
restrictions that I saw an
opportunity to return to |
Hong Kong. Still it was not
without many challenges.
The spread of the Omicron
variant bumped my arrival
date from early January to ;
the end of the month. |
Further restrictions in S SiSe
Hong Kong caused my flight to be cancelled and
I had to travel back via Singapore, something that
almost didn’t happen as the country stopped
accepting travellers the day after I booked my
ticket.

Soon after I arrived in Singapore, Hong Kong
announced additional travel bans which allowed
me to return sooner, as there were many
cancellations at my quarantine hotel. I touched
down on 7 January, nearly two years since I last
set foot in Hong Kong.

Three weeks later, I emerged from quarantine,
and wasted no time getting ready for the wedding.
Things were falling into place, and for once in a
long time, we felt our wedding, now set for 19
February, was finally going to happen. It couldn’t
come quickly enough!

Apparently, God didn't want to wait either. On 8
February, the government ordered all religious
venues to be closed from the 10th, banning even
weddings. Lucia and I were in despair when we
heard the news. Luckily, a friend suggested we get
married the next day. It was a crazy yet brilliant

idea! We quickly called the priest and the church
to check if they were free. They were, and all the
documents were ready (the last document was
literally completed that day). It was a green light
from God! Our wedding would finally take place
on 9 February!

Because of the short notice, we originally
planned for a small wedding with just our
families. However, upon further inquiring, we
discovered many of our bridal party and church
helpers could make it too. In fact, our wedding
ceremony turned out almost the same way as we
wanted, and we had far more guests than we could
hope for on a
Wednesday afternoon.
We had two priests
and two deacons
_ presiding over our
mass, choir singing
" and accompanied by
| an organ. We were
able to  dedicate
flowers to Our Lady
‘ and take photos with
~ 7 our guests. None of
these would be possible a day later.

Upon reflection, we realised our adventure was
nothing short of a blessing in disguise. God
somehow brought my arrival in HK forward so I
could get married on the 9th instead of getting
stuck in quarantine until mid-February. The
various changes in my itinerary prepared us to
make the ultimate snap decision instead of
instinctively postponing our wedding again.

We would also like to thank our many faithful
friends who had prayed incessantly for us and
dedicated countless masses for our cause. Your
prayers were of great spiritual support to us and
testimony to the power of prayer.

The six-times postponed wedding was brought to
completion in God’s time with the good wine,
indeed, with the intervention of Our Lady.

All glory and honour be to our God and Our Lady,
who have shown us great mercy!

Editor: This is a shortened version of original article
published in Sunday Examiner Hong Kong on
25/03/2022
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