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3. St Macartan's Catholic Church (Mommington)
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On pilgrimage with the Choir Catherine

On the coldest November day in 80 years, | was
part of a 49-person group of pilgrims visiting four
of the designated churches in the Arch-diocese,
namely, St Dominic’s in Camberwell, Sacred
Heart in Croydon, St Macartan’s in Mornington,
and the Church of St Patrick and the Holy Angels

in Mentone. Each visit left a different mark on me.

We began by attending a mass
celebrated by the Dominican
priest who led mostly by
chanting, with the local
congregation responding
fittingly, without any music.
After mass, we prayed the
Stations of the Cross using the
same one as that on Good Friday
this year. It turned out that some
of us only experienced this
version for the first time, which
was no surprise as, for the last
four years, words in English were
chosen and translated into

Chinese especially for our Good Friday Stations.

Next was Sacred Heart. As our coach approached
the church, we were struck by the pleasant
surrounds, as it is located within a retirement
community. As soon as one entered that high-
ceilinged church, one’s eyes were drawn to the
huge cross with Jesus of the Resurrection on it.
The pews incline towards the altar, so that every
child would have a clear view of the action at
mass. If one looks through the
glass panes, one sees beautiful
palm trees spaced out in the
wrap-around cloister, lending a
sense of tranquillity conducive to
meditation.

After lunch, we took the M3
down the peninsula. St
Macartan’s is the only church
which doesn’t have a statue of
the honoured saint. The parish
priest, Fr Geoff, welcomed us
and explained that they couldn’t
get a likeness of the saint even in
Ireland, despite his being the



assiduous helper of St Patrick. What touched me
most was the fact that Fr Geoff gave us, ‘faithful
pilgrims’, a solemn blessing: as we continue on
our pilgrimage, that we be kept safe, that we
share our faith with people around us, and that
the Lord protect us from temptation and sin.

Our last stop was St Patrick’s. We were already
shivering in the cold and wet, but the church with
the bright lights on (in preparation of the
Anticipated Mass) made us feel welcomed, not to
mention the lady who handed out to us an
information sheet about the church. Two objects
struck me here. The first is the canopy above the
altar, which brought to mind how the Ark of the
Covenant was carried through the desert into the
Promised Land, the Holy of Holies in the

Jerusalem Temple, and the Baldachin in St
Peter’s Basilica. It accentuates the fact that the
sacred altar is where Jesus our Lord enacted a
new and everlasting Covenant with us, offered as
sacrifice for our redemption. And this brought
me to the second one: a large crucifix at the back
of the church on the wall to the left, hung at a
level where one can look at his pierced side and
wounds, touch and even embrace his legs. A
prayer (of the penitent), attached to the wall,
helps pilgrims pray.

As we made our way back to OLPS, we could not
but thank the Lord for a great, memorable day,
on which we discovered something more about
our diocese, ourselves, as well as one another.
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The Bethany Way | Forming faith at the feet of Christ

The Bethany Way is a 20-week immersive experience for all who desire to
grow in Christ. It is also a journey of rediscovering the “one thing necessary”
(CfLk 10:41), letting Jesus be our Teacher, our Lord to shape us and help us
to discover and live our unique and unrepeatable calling in the world.
Applications close on 14 December 2025. For details, please refer to
https://melbournecatholic.org/bethanyway.
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FH : E4F—H0F Sundays 11:00am

SEH BT U R A BRI
Weekdays: Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays at 9:45am

EFIEEEE Reconciliation

FH B 2 O, FAHR AT DA S THEY
Sundays 10:30 - 10:45am, other times available by
arrangement with Fr James

EAFFEEHE Adoration

EHI=M | /\IFIE  Wednesdays 8.00pm
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¢ Articles in English shall not exceed 500 words

«» Each article is the opinion of its author and does not
reflect the opinion of the Editor or the Community

+» The Editorial Group reserves the right to edit or decline
any article

% Submission deadline for next issue: 28 December 2025
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